
Mascote Spark of Interest Ceremony 

    “Mascote is but a shadow of the rigors of life’s journey, but its joys also are shadows of the brighter, 
greater beauty of a life in Americas service. “

 

                               



Instructions  

There are 4 parts for youth to play.  

Chaplain Guard Guide Leader 

After a camp fire, or evening get together, near the camp ground, the 4 lead all the 
interested Mascote to a fire ring that has a small fire (that is never lit).  Four smudge pots 
(reuse-able coffee cans with a toilet paper roll and charcoal fluid) with lids (none of which 
have been started).  You will also need a bow, a couple extra strings, and a quiver with 3-4 
arrows. 

Placards showing the ranks already lit by pots along the trail into the fire ring are helpful.  
Best case is the 4 main characters are all Acorns or drafted 14+, an adult if you have to.  
When they get to the fire ring, line everyone up and each character will light the pot in front 
of them and speak from memory,  but read this from a scroll if you have to. 

Chaplain: Brothers, some have been found who are willing to spend themselves in serving 
America.  Yet they have not felt the fire, they have not heard the admonition, they have not 
silently seen the Polestar.  They must be willing to go upon a journey, and it is just and right 
for us to stand by them through their journey until they become a Mascote. 

Guard: Each one who comes to us must find us ever Cheerful, Thrifty, Brave, and Clean. I 
will remind us of our duty to keep ourselves physically strong, mentally awake, and morally 
straight. I will guard the entrance and open the way to those who are ready. 

Guide:  Each one who comes to us must find us ever Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, and 
Kind. I will remind us of our duty to our Country and to help them find the talents they have 
on loan from God.  I will guide them, and I will answer for them. 

Leader: Each one who comes to us must find us ever Trustworthy, Loyal, Obedient, and 
Reverent.  I will remind us of our Duty to God and in serving America.  If these virtues glow 
brightly in our hearts, the fire cannot fail to be kindled in theirs. 

Brothers, we are ready. 



All pots are now lit.  

Guard: (takes a few steps toward the line and speaks):  Awake, my friends. You are about to start a long 
and toilsome journey.  Before you undertake it, you must prepare yourself completely.  Pause and look 
back on America, who’s flag and pledge you accepted.  It is plain to all who watch you for your 
companions, taking note of the high ideals you must possess, have brought you here to be shown the 
spark of the Mascote.  

Chaplain: Before the years were counted or the circuit of the seasons reckoned a great and mighty 
Chief looked with love upon his children and saw them striving, fighting, and battling with the evil all 
around them and he spoke to them and said:  “You who love the haunts of nature, love the moonlight 
on the water, love the sunshine on the meadow, love the shadow of the forest, love the wind among the 
branches ever murmuring ever sighing, listen to me.  

I heard this message whispered on the western mountains where the sun from eve till morning never 
set, while all beneath me as I climbed and then stood listening, I slept in darkness slept in shadow.  

YOU however, need seek no rocky summit. These high places are WITHIN YOU.  All the natural world 
around you shows clearly your reflection.  

The Mascote is but a pattern whose directions are the whispers, urgings, promptings deep within your 
hearts and spirits.  

Leader: My solemn duty now demands that each new friend shall test the bow, and doing so give 
proof in silence of his will to make the journey.  

The leader tests the bow string by pulling it back halfway.  Have extra bow and strings in case someone 
gets carried away.  Passing it around they all pull it, and the Guide gets it back. 

Leader: As the warrior draws the arrow most trustworthy from the quiver (checks a couple in his quiver 
and puts them back and then draws one examining it closely).  YOU were drawn from many others, for 
the first shaft of the hunter must be the straightest, must be surest.  If through many moons unflinching 
you hold fast to these pledges, straight and true you each will travel as an arrow driven skyward, as an 
eagle soaring sunward.  Those who follow such a pathway cheerfully in service will be seen by many 
others and, by inspiration, lead them.  

Guide: It is not an easy journey.  Sometimes even friends will mock you, tempt you to betray your 
promise, test your resolution often, often try to make you faithless.  All the world may seem against you 
and the path seem dark and lonely.  All your strength will be required when you face the isolation a 
leader often faces.  So tonight beneath the heavens be you steadfast as the polestar, self reliant, 
undiscouraged.  From now till morning keep your silence.  

Leader: Mascote is but a shadow of the rigors of life’s journey, but its joys also are shadows of the 
brighter, greater beauty of a life in Americas service.  

Now with courage on this first step follow me, and these my brothers.  Let us try to find the acorn.  

Lead them back to main camp and sign up with an adult to get their scorecard, and go to sleep.  Work 
on some requirements in the morning.  
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